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A Rose for Emily
The story on A Rose for Emily initiates with a description of Emily's which was attended by most town members out of curiosity about the woman. Emily lived an isolated life, which was attributed to the psychological agony of losing her father. This isolation made it hard for the villagers to confront her of the disgusting odour coming from her house, and it is in the funeral that they discover it came from a rotting body of Homer (her former companion).
 One element of the story that is symbolic is setting, and a section of the setting which is fundamental to the meaning of the story is "Emily's house." Emily's house is a representation of loneliness and psychological isolation. The house was different from others in the town. This portrays Emily's personality as an isolated person who did not try to make much effort to fit with the rest of the town. Another element of the story that serves as a symbol is the characterization, and in this case, we can focus on the character of Tobe. Tobe was an African American man who acted was Emily's servant (Faulkner, 1970). Perhaps, the race of Tobe as a black man symbolized the slavery aspect found by Emily's ancestors from the Antebellum South. This could also portray the character of Emily as unkind by how he treated the servant as he leaves immediately after the funeral and does not stay to mourn. 
 The story by Faulkner is based on the south. Emily belonged to a wealthy family and a daughter of Colonel Sartoris who was the Mayor. Before his death, he had explained to Emily that his contribution to the government gave him the privilege of evading taxes. Later, the Jefferson officials come to collect taxes in Emily's house after she fails to pay for a long time. Emily's explains to them, but they insist that she has to pay since the Colonel is long dead. The author tries to explain how the South has transformed leaving the past behind. Transformation of the environment around Emily's house is also an indication of the changes in the south. 
 "Alive, Miss Emily had been a tradition, a duty, and a care; a sort of hereditary obligation upon the town." This quote in the story describes the role that Emily played in the town and provides the base of the story. Emily was a member of a respected family and still associated with the Griersons' name. This made her a respectable member of society. It also gave Emily the source of pride which made her feel that she was not supposed to pay taxes. She felt like the town was obliged to care for her even though she claimed she couldn't accept charity. In addition, the town members saw her as a subject of interest and felt obliged to take care of her. This was attributed by the mental disturbance she went through after the sudden death of her father. When she started dating, the town members sent her cousins out of concern (Charney, 2013). 
 Emily's isolation with the town made it hard for the dwellers to approach her on certain issues. Nevertheless, the members took upon measures to deal with the situation in a respectable manner. When a disturbing smell came from her house, the members approached the situation by sprinkling lime to cub the reek. This type of gratified duty and care forces the community to overlook certain gaps such as the fact that Homer was never seen again after he was received in Emily's house (Johnson, 2013). 
 The story review by different critics affected the dimension of focus issues while reading the story.  For instance, Charney in the article "A Rose for Emily: Thinking Aloud. New Haven" paints a picture of the community's concern for Emily. This gives a positive look at the relationship effort that the town dwellers try to offer Emily. In addition, the review by Johnson (2013) portrays the scary part of the story. This is attributed to the critics' obsession with horror stories. When reading the story, it becomes easy to connect the disappearance of Homer with the dead body found in Emily's house behind a closed door.
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